Appendix C
Brief Review of OAI-PMH Tools (July 2005)

N.B.  This brief review of OAI-PMH tools was conducted at the start of the PerX project in July 2005 and represents a snapshot of the situation at that time.
A list of OAI tools is provided at http://www.openarchives.org/tools/tools.html.   The tools from this list which were aimed at service providers at the start of the PerX project included ;
	Tool
	Notes

	ARC Source
	http://sourceforge.net/projects/oaiarc/
ARC is a java based application, developed by Old Dominion University, which harvests OAI records into a database.  ARC Source provides a simple search interface which can be layered over harvested metadata. (an example of a service using ARC can be found at http://speirserver.cdlr.strath.ac.uk:8088/arc/hairst_search.jsp).  

Initially deemed to have insufficient functionality for PerX


	OAI-PMH Pack
	http://www.infrae.com/products/oaipack
OAI-PMH Pack provides OAI-PMH facilities for Python, Zope, Silva, and Railroad (i.e. not the development environment that PerX Uses).



	PKP OAI harvester
(version 1)
	http://pkp.sfu.ca/pkp-harvester/
PKP OAI harvester (uses LAMP).  The PKP harvester was used by the Daedalus Project in Glasgow who concluded that  "The PKP Harvester software enabled us to easily set-up a local OAI-PMH harvester to search across all of our repository services and to browse our content by repository or document type. It also provides an easy to use web interface for administration." The full Daedalus report on PKP  is available at 

https://dspace.gla.ac.uk/bitstream/1905/425/1/pkpharvester.pdf

The PKP OAI harvester was previously been utilised by the PerX technical team as part of both the SearchLT (http://searchlt.engineering.ac.uk/) and EEVL (http://www.eevl.ac.uk/) services during 2003-2004.  Problems with automatic harvesting functionality had been identified and the harvester appeared to be unable to deal adequately with XML which was not well formed.


