Appendix D.

Brief Review of OAI Service Providers (July 2005)

There are many services providers already in existence that harvest OAI data and provide end user services but it is not always exactly clear what software that they are using.  Notable Services providers investigated in the initial stages of the PerX project included;
	Service Provider
	Notes

	Eprints UK
	http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=fairsynthesis_eprintsuk
UK Project aiming to develop UK national eprints service.

* Uses ARC harvester .

* Cheshire2 is used for indexing.  This software, developed and maintained partly at the University of Liverpool, uses XML records

* The normaliser is the program that sits between the indexer and the harvester.  This program was specifically written for ePrints UK at UKOLN and has been extended to harvest in some cases the full text of the e-print as well as enhance the harvested records.



	ARROW 
	http://search.arrow.edu.au/
The ARROW project aims to develop and test an Australian national resource discovery service using metadata harvested from Australian institutional repositories.
* Arrow uses commercial VITAL software.  see http://www.vtls.com/Products/vital.shtml
* Vital is in the processs of enhancement. See

http://www.vtls.com/Corporate/Releases/2005/21.shtml
* Harvesting appears to be achieved using in house software.



	Grainger 
	http://g118.grainger.uiuc.edu/engroai/
The Grainger Engineering OAI Collection is described as “An aggregate database of online materials in the fields of engineering, computer science and physics available at universities throughout the U.S.”
*Grainger is now Oldish and appears not to have been updated since 10/04. The project ran from 2001-2003 (sept) and harvested and searched a number of engineering related oai repositories.

*The project developed it’s own software which is still available on sourceforge. See http://uilib-oai.sourceforge.net/


	NSDL
	http://nsdl.org/
Large Digital Library Programme – Aggregates metadata from over 80 NSF funded projects, mostly via OAI

* Software appears to have been developed in house.  Metadata is collected via an ‘Automated ingest process’ OAI-PMH is the primary (not only) method.  Indexing is done via Lucene and SDLIP search protocol.   Search services are directly accessible to Portals and service providers



	OAIster
	http://oaister.umdl.umich.edu/o/oaister/
* OAISter seems to automatically harvest every week. 

* Uses the University of Michigan Digital Library eXtension Service (UMDLXS) as ‘middleware’ although it is not clear as to whether this actually does the harvesting for them.   UMDLXS is Commercial  charged for software. Detail from  http://dlxs.org/about/prospectus.html  .

	COLIB
	http://collib.info/
Colib is a service provider for Library and Information Science OAI materials.  It has been produced by a student at the University of Tromsø and uses MediaWiki and the  PKP OAI Harvester software.

	SAIL –eprints 
	http://eprints.bo.cnr.it/
SAIL-eprints (Search, Alert, Impact and Link) is an electronic open access service provider for finding scientific or technical Information.  Software used is unknown.

	Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE)


	http://www.base-search.net/
BASE is a multi-disciplinary search engine to scholarly internet resources including OAI-PMH sources (over 160 content sources are included)  BASE uses technology developed by the Norwegian company FAST Search & Transfer (www.fastsearch.com).


