Agreed Enhancement for PerX Pilot Service
01/09/06 M.Moffat
A list of possible pilot enhancements was compiled from feedback received from the focus groups and online questionnaire.   These possible enhancements were discussed by the Perx project team and rated according to the development effort required and perceived benefit to end users.   As a result of this meeting 10 enhancements to the service were agreed to be undertaken for the enhanced pilot.  These enhancements are envisaged to be in place by Jan 07.   A number of other enhancements were discounted at the present stage as bring unviable within the project timescales/resources or as being of a lower priority.
	Agreed Enhancements

	Effort
	Benefit
	Priority

	1. Additional Content

Effort is underway to add improved content
	Med.
	V.High
	High

	2. Full Text Indicators

Relatively easy to attach ‘full text availability’ graphics to items, however they can, at best only give an indication of the likelihood of full text availability.
	Low
	Med.
	High

	3. Refine Search 

The development effort is dependent of the type of ‘refining’ which we could be done. The ‘refine’ options in services such as ‘BASE’ are not really feasible for a service like PerX which utilises both harvesting & distributed searching.  It was agreed to attempt to implement Post Search Clustering  
	Med/

High
	Med/

High
	High

	4. Records Selection

Add functionality to enable users to save search results in formats suitable for reuse
	Med/

High
	Med.
	High



	5. Improved Advanced Search

Advanced Search to be enhanced to provide category list of collections as well as alphabetical list. Look and feel to be similar to Google advanced search.
	Low/

Med
	Med
	High

	6. Default Search should be ‘ALL’

	Low
	Med.
	High

	7. Remove Collections with Zero hits from Results


	Low
	Low
	High

	8. Post Search Clustering rather than Pre Search filtering.
To be implemted as a means of refining search.


	Med/

High
	Med/

High
	Med/

High

	9. Support Google Type Syntax (e.g. *, +, - etc.)


	Med.
	Med.
	Med.

	10. Improve Advanced Search Results Terminology

Currently terminology used on advanced search results page is often unclear and should be improved..
	Low
	Med
	Med


	Discounted Enhancements
	Effort
	Benefit
	Priority

	a. Merging Sets

Merging of results sets from databases AND relevance ranking of these merged sets would be a very useful enhancement to the service.  However it is actually very difficult ti implement bearing in mind that PerX involved both harvested and distributed search data.
	V.High


	High
	Not Viable wrt Project Resources & Timescale

	b.  Citation Linking


	V.High


	Med.
	Low

	c.   Saved Searches


	High
	Med
	Low

	d.  Visualisation of Search Results


	High
	Low
	Low

	e.  Geospatial Searching


	High
	Low
	Low

	f. Support Spell Check Facilities
	High/

Med?
	Low/

Med
	Low

	g. Language Translation 
	High
	Low/

Med
	Low


