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7th PERX MEETING: 10 January 2006 @ 14.00hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, 
Apologies: Roger Rist, Phil Barker

Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
The ICE had been chased about signing the Consortium Agreement.  
Action 1: Roddy to contact ICE once more.
Santy to add targets to Pilot ASAP.   
Action 2: Carried forward.

Those Partners which had not responded previously had been re-invited to comment on the Listing and the Analysis documents.  In addition, a second request for comments had been sent to the JISC-Repositories mailing list.
Santy had looked at logs.  (See also below under WorkPackage 2)

Santy to add 60 second survey as the Feedback page.

Action 3.  Carried forward.

The ITT Linking UK Repositories Scoping Study had been awarded to Key Perspectives.  Key Perspectives have contacted PerX to complete a questionnaire about “technical aspects which have the potential to affect the development of user-oriented repository services”.
Action 4. Roddy to co-ordinate input into questionnaire.

Santy to look at new protocols, such as OpenSearch A9 and NISO Metasearch XML Gateway, to see whether they might be easier to implement than OAI-PMH.

Action 5. Carried forward.

Roddy had reminded ILRT about the importance of the timescale for SPP maintenance/enhancement work.  Jasper (ILRT) is expecting confirmation, in writing, from JISC about the work in early January.  He had been discussing details and had a plan to tackle the first item (Resolution of the limitations affecting OAI harvested records) in January.  Our deadlines would be taken into account in planning the other work.  He will keep us informed.
Roddy and Malcolm to consider purpose of Forum meeting.
Action 6.  Carried forward. Roddy had received only 1 response from the partners about the timing of the meeting on 21st April
Roddy had followed up contact with IEEE, and was waiting to hear from them.

Roddy to contact Nikki Green (Eduserv Chest) to publicise availability of Pilot.

Action 7. Carried forward to when Pilot is ready.
3. WorkPackage 1
All comments received so far had been supportive.  Any further comments received on the two documents will be considered.  The documents may be updated in the future, otherwise this WP is completed. 

4. WorkPackage 2
The problem of some people not being able to view the Pilot (which is now available at http://www.engineering.ac.uk ) still remains. This had not been expected because the Pilot had been constructed in a different way from EEVL Xtra where the problem was first encountered, using the home page portlet for the Pilot.  It is worrying that the problem persists.  When all the ILRT work on the software is completed, this should enable us to have a Pilot home page completely separate from the SPP portlets, but in the meantime it is continuing to cause problems.

Santy and Malcolm’s continuing concerns about the SPP software were noted.  It was decided that we should: a) ask Jasper if he can help fix the problem, b) continue with adding the targets to the Pilot in the meantime, c) plan the Focus Groups and release of the Pilot in the knowledge that some people might not be able to use the Pilot, d) hope that the problem can be fixed by end January, e) if the problem persists, take a decision about further use of SPP software, in February.
Action 8. Roddy to contact Jasper, and Malcolm and Santy to produce explanation for Jasper of problem.  As per Action 2 above, targets to be added to Pilot.
5. WorkPackage 3

As per Action 3 above, the 60 Second Survey will be added to the Pilot pages.  

Malcolm had made a start on planning the Focus Groups.
Action 9. Malcolm to pass draft plans to Roddy for comments.  Malcolm and Roddy to work on them.
Malcolm had produced a list of main targets for Advocacy work, and a draft webpage ‘Brief introduction to providing access to metadata’.  With respect to advocacy materials, there are possibilities of working with OpenDOAR and the IESR, plus various potential things we might do.
Action 10.  Roddy to comment on these documents.
6. WorkPackage 4

Future effort relating to Pilot Enhancement (Tasks 18, 19, 20, 21, 22) in the coming months was noted.

Action 11.  Santy to report to the next PerX Local Meeting about Pilot Enhancement work.
7. AOB

Julie Allinson is the JISC DRP support team member with responsibility for liaison with PerX. 
A JISC Digital Repository Wiki has been set up: http://solo.ukoln.ac.uk/digirep/index.php/JISC_Digital_Repository_Wiki 

Julie will visit PerX week beginning 13th February.

Action 12.  Roddy to arrange meeting with Julie

The six-monthly progress report is due at the end of January.  Neil Jacobs has sent a template, and it can also be completed using an online form.

Action 13. Roddy  to draft completed template.  The online form will not be used, as it is not possible to save drafts.

John Robertson and Alan Dawson from CDLR will visit PerX on Thursday 12th Jan at 2pm, Room EM158, MACS.  Malcolm had circulated some documents relevant to static repositories.

It was noted that PerX had been mentioned on the OA Librarian http://oalibrarian.blogspot.com/2005/11/pilot-engineering-repository-xsearch.html and e3 Information Overload http://blog.case.edu/bcg8/2005/12/16/perx_pilot_engineering_repository_xsearch 

Roddy’s forthcoming article in FreePint, entitled “Engineering: the changing information landscape” which mentions PerX and the two WP1 documents, was noted.  When the Pilot is available, Philip Pothen has agreed to add an item on JISC News.
Action 14.  Roddy to write item for JISC News when the Pilot is available.
7. Date of Next Meeting
Feb 2nd, 2pm, ICBL.  
