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10th PERX MEETING: 11 April 2006 @ 14.15 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Phil Barker
Apologies: Roger Rist, 
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
Adiuri has gone into receivership.  Chris McMahon (our original contact) is trying to retrieve the Consortium Agreement, sent to Adiuri in November.  Task 35 is dependent on using Waypoint software.  Chris McMahon had indicated that Bath University may be able to make up for Adiuri’s defaulting.  It was agreed that as PerX software development had taken far longer than expected (due to unanticipated issues arising out of using SPP software), we could probably legitimately drop Task 35 from the current Project. 

Action 1. Roddy to consult with Roger, and thereafter Neil Jacobs, and then possibly consult with Chris McMahon to see whether Bath might be interested in developing a separate bid, under future calls http://www.jisc.ac.uk/capital_roadmap.html with respect to work on browsing, clustering results, etc.  Related work in this area: BASE refine search http://www.base-search.net/ and http://clusty.com/ etc.
Santy to continue Pilot work (see under WP2)
Santy had sorted out the list of attributes for ePrints UK.

Feedback from Marketing with Metadata document (see under WP 3)

The 60 second survey has been added to www.engineering.ac.uk
The ICE Database isn’t MySQL.  

Action 2. Roddy to ask Mike Chrimes for a text file version, or Access file.

Santy’s paper “Overcoming the obstacles of harvesting and searching digital repositories from federated searching toolkits embedded in VLEs” for ATINER http://www.atiner.gr/docs/Computer.htm had been accepted.
Action 3. Santy to circulate draft paper and get comments from all.

3. WorkPackage 2
Tasks 6 and 7 are now complete, and we have a working version of a cross-searching toolkit!  
Santy has fixed some identified bugs.  Now engineering.ac.uk is not using SPP at all.  The home page problem has been solved.  All targets on the initial list have been added.

Action 4.  Malcolm to check that the most recent targets added (Caltech Earthquake Engineering Research Lab Tech Reports; and Digital Library Network for Engineering and Technology) are working OK.
A list of the databases being searched, for use on the website, could be produced dynamically, in the future.

Santy is logging when databases are harvested and updated, and maintenance effort required for OAI (WP 4 “Monitor, quantify and document the technical and management effort…”).
4. WorkPackage 3

A dozen messages had been received about the “’Marketing’ with metadata – How metadata can increase exposure and visibility of online content” document.  All were positive, and comments have been noted.  Announcements had been made on various lists and to several blogs about the document’s availability.  Many had mentioned the document.  Hits to the document at 11 April totalled 1985 (the original target was 1,000). NEMLAC had requested a pdf copy for their website.
IStructE and GlobalSpec had been contacted and referred to the Marketing document.

Action 5.  MM to update Potential Advocacy document http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/advocacyprivate.htm , and MM and RM to work out schedule for contacting further targets on the Advocacy List. 
A further Advocacy role was identified by Phil – for encouraging the use of sets.

Action 6. MM to contact ARROW, NDLTD and Jorum about sets, and then report back.
Now that the Pilot was working, there is a need to publicise it.

Action 7. RM to send details to Philip Pothen for JISC website, and publicise availability of Pilot to DRP and appropriate lists, etc.

Further planning was needed WRT Task 13, Focus Groups.

Action 8. MM to plan timetable, contact Martin Cooke, and MM and RM to discuss content.

5. WorkPackage 4

Santy had circulated a message about WorkPackage 4 on 20th March, which was discussed.  Santy had identified a number of issues, such as the need for ‘link-checking’ of harvested OAI records, ‘quick query identification’ software toolkit for identifying number of records per batch, and ‘automatic cleaning’ issues.  These things were concerned with maintenance, cleaning and enhancement, but the boundaries between these categories were not always clear cut.  Santy’s issues were noted.

A schedule of work with respect to IESR had been agreed with IESR at the DRP meeting in March. 

Action 9. Malcolm to identify one Z target and one OAI-PMH target of interest.  

Action 10. Santy and Malcolm to plan the PerX Administrative Interface, and get it ready by June, and carry out agreed schedule of work.

6. AOB

D-Lib had published the In Brief paper on PerX http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march06/03inbrief.html 

Roddy had written a paper about PerX for E-MmITs http://www.slainte.org.uk/mmits/newsletter.htm 
PerX had been mentioned in LISNews.org (a popular blog) http://geek.lisnews.org/article.pl?sid=06/03/17/0340210 

The idea of RSS feeds for searches of PerX would likely be popular, and generate return visits.
Loughborough want to move SearchLT (a current target).  Phil will keep PerX informed about developments.
7. Date of Next Meeting
May 11th 2.15pm, ICBL.  
