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4th PERX MEETING: 13 October 2005 @ 14.30hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roger Rist, Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

Accepted as accurate.

2. Matters arising and actions
Roddy and Malcolm had spoken to Bill Hubbard about connections between PerX and Sherpa Plus advocacy work.  Bill had been interested to hear about Grainger Engineering Library: http://g118.grainger.uiuc.edu/engroai/ and the two projects would keep in touch.
Neil Jacobs had indicated that the DRP did not want to confuse roles of DRP advisors by having nominated project representatives on the DRP Advisory Board.  Therefore it was decided that, for the present at least, PerX would not invite Cliff Morgan to join the PerX Forum.
The Consortium Agreement has been finalised, and is being circulated to Partners.

Malcolm and Phil had found no real connections between DEST-funded projects and PerX

Some comments on the Project Plan had been sent to Roddy.

The PerX Project Website http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/ had been announced and mentioned in the Internet Resources Newsletter, STLQ Blog, Technology Blog, Knowledgespeak, Open Access News, and JISC News.

Roddy had contacted Jasper (ILRT) with Malcolm and Santy’s details of SPP software maintenance/enhancement tasks needed by PerX, and had reminded Neil Jacobs at the DRP meeting on Monday 10th Oct in Glasgow that a decision was needed about maintenance funding.  Santy explained that if this work is not done, problems would result in the medium term.  Even if the maintenance funding is released, how long would this work take?  At the ILRT, Jasper is interested, but he and Jan may now be busy on other things. 

Action 1: Roddy to contact Neil Jacobs to find out if a decision has been taken to release the maintenance funding.  If it has not been released, decisions need to be taken quickly about alternatives.  If it has been released, we need to contact Jasper quickly about progressing the work.
3. WorkPackage 1
Malcolm had passed two documents to Roddy before going on paternity leave: Listing of Engineering Repository Sources; and Engineering Digital Repositories Landscape Analysis.  Roddy had added to these.  Some further tidying up and editing was needed, and then they would be circulated to the Partners for comments, and then eldnet-l and lis-scitech.  
Action 2: Malcolm and Roddy to do some more work on the documents, and then Roddy to circulate to Partners, by 21st Oct.
4. WorkPackage 2
Malcolm and Santy had discussed the initial Pilot.  Using the original SPP software, Santy had developed a basic installation at: http://lxicbl2.macs.hw.ac.uk:8080/spp/portal/  It needs more work and the look and feel changed according to Malcolm’s draft. 
Action 3: Santy to do more work on Pilot, add targets, etc.
Target repositories were discussed.  Phil suggested that advocacy work could involve encouraging repository producers to use Sets to facilitate discovery by subject.  Some (most?) don’t seem to use Sets in this way.  Algorithms used by Grainger look at the output of a repository and determine whether that repository [or a set from it?] is relevant to a given subject area by examining the content of individual records. The same sort of approach could be used by a repository (or by PerX, retrospectively, if we got the contents of the repository) to identify those records that would trigger association with a given subject in order to identify those records that should go into the Set for that subject. This would be using the algorithms in /reverse/ since you're using them to generate a subject view of a generic repository rather than discover a subject based repository.

5. AoB
Geir had been following up the request to get access to PerX website stats.
6. Date of Next Meeting
8th November, 3.30 pm.
