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17th PERX MEETING:  January 26 2007 @ 14.00 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Roger Rist, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The corrected Minutes were accepted as accurate.
2. Matters arising

All covered below.

3. WorkPackage 4

Task 19 (automatic reharvesting tool investigation and implementation).  

Malcolm and Santy had discussed Automatic Reharvesting, and had noted Celestial which harvests from 120 data providers, stores metadata, and allows reharvesting.  They noted that Celestial includes STINET which seems to work OK (PerX has had problems with harvesting STINET).  However, Celestial and also OJAX are doing some things manually.  We previously looked at ARC and PKP for automated reharvesting, but they were not satisfactory.  It was agreed that automated reharvesting of at least some targets was now a priority for PerX.  

Action 1. Santy to contact OAIster, OJAX and BASE about how they reharvest.  Santy to implement automatic reharvesting for 5 small targets that use the OAI Validator.

Task 22 (Investigate appropriate error mechanisms).  
Santy reported that it was not a simple matter to automate error notification for Z targets because sometimes a large amount of email would be produced when a service was unavailable on a temporary basis. 
Action 2. Santy to implement interceptor at a higher level.

Task 23 (Quantify and document maintenance effort). 

Malcolm’s draft paper PerX Setup & Maintenance Issues http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/setupmaintenance.htm was discussed.  It was recognised that this would be an important document for the DRP, and the DRP Manager had suggested copying Balviar Notay and Vic Lyte in to the distribution, once it is complete.  The Report would cover the year up to end Feb 2007.  It was agreed that a section on Automatic Harvesting was needed (see Task 22).  Action 3.  All to send MM any further comments.

Task 25. (Addition of new repositories)

Roddy had got back to IEEE with details of the information we needed to get access to their XML gateway.  They had not responded.

Details of Oxford’s OAI gateway are in PAIN.  23 journals are of interest.  3 didn’t work at fisrt, but these have been fixed.  There are problems with the number of sets they use (thousands).  
We are still waiting on M&C. 
Emerald has successfully been added to the Pilot (not using OAI). 
IStructE have created a static repository and are keen for us to use it.  STARgate have been informed.

Action 4.  Roddy to ask Neil Jacobs to email IEEE saying that JISC supported PerX efforts and hopefully progress could be made.  

Action 5.  Santy to look into problem with Oxford sets. 
Action 6.  Roddy to follow up M&C.

Action 7.  Malcolm to follow up IStructE

Task 27 (Pilot Enhancements - Inclusion of targets using emerging access methods, e.g. SRU)

There are no high priority targets which use SRU, yet it would be good if we could test the use of SRU.  OAIster has a SRU target, and Jorum might use SRU.  
Action 8.  Phil to check if Jorum has an SRU target, and if so, Santy to test it.  Santy to look at OAIster SRU target.
Tasks 30, 31 & 32 (Metadata augmentation techniques and transformations). 
Malcolm’s draft OAI-PMH Metadata Augmentation Report http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/metadataaugmentation.htm was discussed. We have undertaken some low level augmentation methods.  Phil suggested some more examples be included in the report. 
Action 9. Malcolm, Santy and Phil to discuss examples, and an explanation of what Augmentation is to be added to the report.

Task 33 (Embed Pilot in VLE). 
Santy had started SRU work.  By April it will be in Vision (the HW Blackboard VLE).  After April we could tell Metalib about our SRU (WRT TechXtra).

Action 10.  Santy to continue work on SRU.
Task 34 (Enhancements to Pilot)

Malcolm had drawn up a priority work plan.  Some work had been done (Zero hits removed).  Progress had been made on Full text indicators and changes to Advanced Search.  These will be implemented soon, then we could work on remaining enhancements.

Action 11.  Santy and Malcolm  to progress.

Task 39 (Separate instance of service for a particular user group)

The problems with the demo had been fixed.  There was still no ePrints UK target due to a problem at Ukoln. Mike Thorn had received a number of responses about the Civil demo.  Of these, several had said the interface was nice, the Advanced Search page needed improvements, Phrase search problems were noted, more sources were recommended, lack of UK sources had been noted, competition from Google Scholar had been mentioned.
Action 12. Malcolm and Roddy to look at results, and Roddy to get back to Mike with comments.

4. Workpackage 5

Task 43: Analysis of sustainability models

Action 13.  Roddy to start work on this.

5.  Steering Committee meeting & payment to GROW.

Roddy had been in discussion with Neil Jacobs.

Action 14.  Roddy to progress

6.  Meeting with Jill Cousins about The European Library

Jill wants to meet Santy and Malcolm. We will wait for her to come to Edinburgh

7. Report from Standards meeting

Malcolm gave a verbal report from the Discovery and Access: Standards and the Information Chain meeting.
Action 15.  Malcolm to send details of Crosstec blog to Phil.

AOB

PerX and TechXtra had been added to Metalib KnowledgeBase of cross-searchable resources.
Action 16. Roddy to send Malcolm details.

The Six Monthly Report was due to be sent to the DRP.

Action 17.  Roddy to draft report

PerX had been mentioned on Peter Scott’s Library Blog, Dec 10.  http://xrefer.blogspot.com/2006/12/perx-shared-services-report-now.html
The possibility of bidding in response to an April Call for funding to do some of the unfinished PerX work was discussed.

8. Date of Next Meeting
Friday 2nd March.  2.00, MACS.  
