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18th PERX MEETING:  March 2nd 2007 @ 14.15 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Roger Rist, 
Apologies: Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

One correction to the Minutes was noted – last paragraph under Task 23 should read “(see Task 19)”.
2. Matters arising

A paper by Malcolm “Continuation funding for PerX – Initial Ideas” and a paper by Santy “OJAX OpenSearch-based Web Services Interfaces” were discussed, before Roger had to leave.
Action 1. Roddy to test waters with DRP Management about levels of possible funding.

3. WorkPackage 4

Task 19 (automatic reharvesting tool investigation and implementation).  

Santy reported that OAIster have not automated their harvesting process, but rather two developers are doing harvesting and normalisation.  OJAX is not particularly concerned with reharvesting. Base have not responded about their harvesting work.  

Santy has tried to automate harvesting of Inderscience, Oxford Journals, SearchLT, ARC and GROW.  Some problems were experienced with Inderscience and Oxford Journals.  The other three would probably not have had new content, and worked OK.  

Action 2. Santy to implement weekly automatic harvest for 3 previously successful targets, and attempt to automate harvesting of the other two.

Task 22 (Investigate appropriate error mechanisms).  
Action carried forwards.

Action 3 Santy to implement interceptor at a higher level.

Task 23 (Quantify and document maintenance effort). 

Malcolm’s draft paper PerX Setup & Maintenance Issues http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/setupmaintenance.htm was discussed again.

Action 4.  Santy to discuss the draft with Malcolm.  Malcolm to update the section on automatic harvesting and incorporate Roddy’s suggested edits.
Task 25. (Addition of new repositories)

Neil Jacobs had contacted IEEE on 5th Feb, but IEEE had not responded.  Santy reported that 20 Oxford Journals sets had been harvested, but there should be 23. The Oxford Metadata needs some manual augmentation.  Roddy will see Mike Morgan of M&C at UKSG to discuss Malcolm’s list of how we can progress harvesting their content.  IStructE is now included in PerX and Malcolm suggested three options for IStructE for the future – 1) create their own static repository 2) Use OAI 3) Send us their metadata.  We are now waiting on them. 
Action 5.  Santy to add missing 3 Oxford Sets and augment Oxford Journals Metadata. 
Action 6.  Roddy to meet with M&C.

Task 27 (Pilot Enhancements - Inclusion of targets using emerging access methods, e.g. SRU)

Jorum has SRW, not SRU target.  We’d prefer SRU.  We will wait and monitor the situation.  Santy had a list of other possible SRU targets

Action 7.  Santy to wait for Jorum SRU target. Santy to look at Copac and NDLTD SRU targets and spend a short time adding them.  Roddy to send Howard Noble the list of SRU targets.
Tasks 30, 31 & 32 (Metadata augmentation techniques and transformations). 
Completion of Task 30 (Review metadata augmentation techniques) was noted.

Completion of Task 31 (Identify and implement safe metadata transformations…) was noted.

Malcolm had started to add examples to the draft OAI-PMH Metadata Augmentation Report http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/metadataaugmentation.htm 
Action 8. Malcolm to complete report.

Task 33 (Embed Pilot in VLE). 
Action carried forwards.

Action 9.  Santy to continue work on SRU.
Task 34 (Enhancements to Pilot)

We are now behind schedule with this work, which is now a priority.
Action 10.  Santy to progress ASAP.

Task 36 (Consider the needs and typical usage scenarios of various user groups)

Completion of Task 36 was noted.

Task 37 (Analysis of the collections offered, collection groupings, terminology and branding styles that would be appropriate for particular user groups.

Completion of Task 37 was noted.

Task 39 (Separate instance of service for a particular user group)

Roddy had discussed the demo with Mike Thorn, and had reported that some suggestions from Mike’s questionnaire respondees were being worked on, and that new content was available (Emerald, IStructE), and that we were interested in sponsorship to continue the work.

4. Workpackage 5

Task 43: Analysis of sustainability models
Roddy was waiting on some information about Intute’s future plans

Action carried forwards.

Action 11.  Roddy to start work on the analysis.

5.  Steering Committee meeting & payment to GROW.

GROW had submitted an invoice which had been processed.

6.  Report from Standards meeting

Malcolm had sent details of Crosstec blog to Phil.
7. MetaLib

Roddy had sent details of MetaLib to Malcolm.  It would be good to see MetaLib in action to see how it cross-searches a cross-search.

8. PerX Progress Report

Figures for the budget had been received from Robbie McArthur

Action 12.  Roddy to check through report once more, and send to Neil.
AOB

It was noted that Jane Barton had suggested collaboration on a static repository initiative WRT a textile metadata archive.
An Atkins Management Consultant (James Taylor) had contacted Malcolm regarding a Becta project on federated resource discovery.   A report on federated resource discovery is in preparation which will use  PerX as an exemplar.  When complete the report may be made available to PerX.
PerX had been mentioned in an Ex Libris press release:  http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/newsdetails.htm?nid=518 and a Library Technology Guides press release: http://www.librarytechnology.org/ltg-displayarticle.pl?RC=12437

9. Date of Next Meeting
TBA.  
