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8th PERX MEETING: 2 February 2006 @ 14.00hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Phil Barker
Apologies: Roger Rist 
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
ICE had passed the Consortium Agreement to Adiuri.  
Action 1: Roddy to chase Adiuri.
Pilot targets

(see under WP2)
60 second survey
(see under WP2)

PerX had input into Key Perspectives questionnaire.

New protocols, such as OpenSearch A9 and NISO Metasearch XML Gateway (used by MetaLib) would probably not be difficult for us to implement if the need arose (i.e. if any potential targets were using these protocols). We would simply need to use suitable XML parsers to extract the harvested data. 

In the light of current problems using the SPP software, it was decided to postpone the PerX Forum meeting until a date to be decided.
3. WorkPackage 1
A further comment from Graham Pryor had been received.  The new OpenDOAR Directory was noted.  This directory lists 199 repositories with ‘Technology and Engineering’ content, but many of these actually have little engineering content. At some later date, the PerX Listing might be updated to include new digital repositories which are in the meantime being noted. 

4. WorkPackage 2
Santy had sent details of SPP problems to Jasper Tredgold (ILRT) who has very kindly been working with Santy on the various SPP software issues, even though JISC have only funded the SPP work to begin in March.  Some progress has been made.  Four new targets from Malcolm’s prioritised list have been harvested and indexed (JORUM, JODI (via STARgate), MIT and NDLTD.  There are still various problems being experienced (with Lucene, and crashing when indexing large files).
Santy reported that we have been trying to use the SPP Portal Framework as the Pilot service infrastructure.  This is probably not the best method and has been causing problems.  Santy reported that if we continue to use the SPP portal as the Pilot infrastructure, then we would not be able to complete WP2 before December (assuming ILRT produce a new suitable version of SPP, as agreed, by September).

Santy suggested an alternative - that we use SPP software only as our main Xsearch toolkit, and we use other open source software as our basic Pilot infrastructure.  This will mean that the SPP Xsearch portlet will be a toolkit, and we can plug-in other toolkits, such as D++.  Once ILRT have produced the new SPP, we will only need to access the Xsearch portlet via XML messages.  Until then, in order to get access to the Xsearch portlet, we can take advantage that the current SPP will be running on one of our servers and that we therefore have access to its low-level backend software for searching Z 39.50 targets.  Harvesting and Indexing of OAI sources could therefore be done entirely separately from SPP.  Phil suggested that ARC should be used for OAI Repositories which returned valid XML and WGet could be used for Repositories returning invalid XML.
Malcolm had identified some OAI aggregators, and Santy could choose from these.  Santy was confident that this would mean that Tasks 6 and 7(Pilot with suitable number of working targets) could be completed by end February. 
Action 2: Santy to progress this work and add more targets.

5. WorkPackage 3

The 60 Second Survey has been added to the Pilot pages http://www.eevl.ac.uk/public/dev/perx/index.php?action=quest .  

Malcolm’s ideas for Focus Groups were discussed.  The Groups will not be scheduled until we are certain that the Pilot works sufficiently well to be used in the Groups.
Malcolm presented an outline paper about potential Advocacy Work. This work relates to Tasks 15,16 and 17.  He had drafted a document “’Marketing’ with metadata – How metadata can increase exposure and visibility of online content” which Phil and Roddy had commented on. 

Action 3: Malcolm to redraft this paper, and make it available for comment firstly to partners, and then possibly to CETIS Metadata list, and JISC-DRP.
The list of potential targets was discussed.  Some prioritisation was agreed (e.g. Knovel, and Professional Engineering Publishing to become lower priority, and EPSRC Grants on the Web to become higher priority).

With respect to advocacy work to encourage the adoption of broad subject sets by data-providers, it was agreed that it would be best for PerX to work with aggregation services such as JORUM, ePrintsUK and eTheses, rather than a large number individual Institutional Repositories.

The possibility of setting up a Static Repository Gateway for Engineering was noted.

6. WorkPackage 4

It was noted that ePrintsUK, OAIster and NSDL regularly reharvest.  It was agreed that ongoing maintenance effort measurement (Task 23) would be appropriate only once development work had been completed.

Malcolm had arranged a meeting with Amanda Hill (IESR) during the forthcoming DRP Programme meeting.  This relates to Task 21.
7. AOB

John Robertson and Alan Dawson (STARgate) visited PerX on 12th January.  Julie Allinson had been informed about the STARgate/PerX co-operation. Malcolm will send them some advocacy advice, and will participate in email discussions with the publishers (as STARgate have been unable to arrange a physical meeting).  

Julie Allinson will visit PerX Tuesday 14th February.

Roddy had sent the PerX Progress Report to Neil Jacobs.  The Report is available from the private pages.

Two people from CSA hope to visit PerX in March.  Roddy has invited Philip Hunter to join the discussions.

Mike Chrimes (ICE Partner) will visit PerX on Friday 17th February.

Laura Priddle, Deputy Librarian at IStructE, had suggested The Structural Engineer journal archive

http://www.istructe.org.uk/thestructuralengineer/ as a possible target for the PerX Pilot.  This has been added to the target list.  Once the Advocacy webpages are available, we will contact their IT Systems Manager (Peter Sykes).
Action 4: Malcolm to contact Peter Sykes.
It was noted that EduResources Weblog, Confessions of a Science Librarian and Scitech Library Question had mentioned Roddy’s article in FreePint, which features PerX.

8. Date of Next Meeting
March 7th 2.15pm, ICBL.  
