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14th PERX MEETING:  31 August 2006 @ 14.15 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe
Apologies: Roger Rist, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
Roddy had contacted Chris McMahon.  His researcher had departed, and employing a new one was taking time.  The faceted classification code is being re-written entirely in public domain components. Chris will contact Traugott Koch about potential co-operation. 
Malcolm had sent the email about ARROW and NDLTD metadata tags to Roddy, who had sent it on to Traugott for his information.
Roddy had contacted Martin at RSC.  Martin had reported that the colleges he had contacted had not got back in touch with him in time to run a focus group, probably because of the timing (which had been delayed due to issues with SPP software). Martin hoped to hold a focus group for the next stage (scheduled for March 07). It was agreed that as we had paid the RSC their partner expenses for 06 (to fund a focus group), we would not pay them for 07.  

Malcolm had not been able to recruit undergraduates with whom to do 1-to-1 work, because it is outwith term time.  As enhancements to the Pilot were about to begin it was agreed not to proceed with 1-to-1 work.

Roddy had checked through the PerX Plan, and had added headings under the Agenda, some of which would carry forwards to future meetings.

Malcolm had linked to STARgate from the PerX site.

Roddy had followed up funding from STARgate, and this was now passed to Roger.

Malcolm had done a little work on the poster for Open Scholarships 2006 conference, but would contact the organisers before continuing.

Action1. Malcolm to ascertain whether the poster abstract had been accepted.

3. WorkPackage 3 – Work with end-users and data providers
Task 14. The results from the user feedback had been added to the PerX website: http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/userfeedback.htm  and had been promoted on some lists, and added to the DRP Wiki.  

4. WorkPackage 4

Resulting from the feedback, a list of desired refinements to the Pilot had been drawn up. It was agreed to make these refinements step by step, aiming for them all to be completed by the end of Jan 07.  As this work had no appropriate Task in the Plan, it was agreed to add it to Task 34. 

Action 2. Malcolm to add the list of refinements to the private pages, and Santy and Malcolm to work through the list.

Task 19.  We now realise that the task of automating the harvesting of OAI repositories will not work in all cases, and that this is an ongoing process as new targets are added.  Santy is putting some tools in PAIN which will facilitate harvesting.

Action 3. Santy to implement automatic harvesting in cases where it makes sense to do so.

Task 23. Rough notes are being kept to quantify and document maintenance effort.  Santy will keep Malcolm informed about such effort.

Tasks 21, 28 and 29.  Santy had produced a paper documenting the experiences of using the shared service IESR.  Malcolm would produce a webpage with a list of all relevant shared services, write some scenarios, list how we might work with the shared services, and where appropriate, work towards an implementation report. Santy’s paper, with some minor editing, would be the basis of the implementation report for IESR.  After editing, Santy’s paper would be sent to the IESR for comment.  This would complete Tasks 21 and 28.
Action 4. Malcolm to draft a webpage, and send edited paper to IESR.

Task 22.  Error mechanisms are relevant to Z but not OAI (as OAI data is harvested, and therefore access ‘errors’ at the time of searching cannot occur). Santy reported that PAIN has an error reporting mechanism.  

Action 5. Santy to automate error alerts from PAIN to Malcolm.

Action 6. Malcolm to consider what error messages are needed on the Pilot search site.

Task 25. Progress was being made with the 2nd Wave Target list.  Malcolm had added 5 to PAIN.  PAIN will allow administration of harvesting, normalising, and indexing. 
Action 7. Santy to look at the targets already added.

Action 8. Santy to process ICE target in PAIN.

Emerald had been expected to get back to us by end August. 

Action 9. Roddy to contact Jenny Pickles again.

No progress had been made with IEEE

Action 10. Roddy to contact them again.

Task 27. This is part of the ILRT work on SPP software, and is therefore expected at end Sept 06.

Tasks 30, 31 & 32. Normalisation (removing empty metadata, etc) is being accomplished within PAIN.  Therefore Tasks 30 and 31 are nearly completed.  
Action 11. Malcolm to consider how to proceed with Task 32.

Task 33. Could be done in different of ways – as a simple embedding, or by enabling PerX to communicate with a VLE via SRW, which would take more effort.  For the former, the Pilot could be embedded in a trial installation of Moodle. For the latter, plug-ins may need to be purchased for Heriot-Watt’s Blackboard.  
Action 12. Santy to proceed with a simple Moodle installation.  Santy to consider if plug-ins need to be purchased for a more full embedation within Heriot-Watt’s Blackboard, and to consider what else would be needed.
Task 34.  See above.  This Task now includes various refinements to the Pilot, which will be progressed before end Jan 07.

Task 39. We are waiting to see whether ICE will agree to the Civil Engineering Cross-Search Demonstration being used as a separate instance of a profiled service.
5. AOB

Roddy had spoken to Balviar Notay at JISC about the SPP maintenance work, and had sent her the agreement with ILRT document.

The PerX Project Progress Report had not yet been sent to Neil, as the budget figures had not been received from HW Finance.

Action 13. Roddy to circulate the Report to PerX people, once complete.

The possibility of cross-searching CrossRef was brought up.

Action 14. All to discuss CrossRef  cross-searching at the next meeting.

It was noted that Ian Davis, from Talis, had requested to reproduce part of  the Marketing with Metadata document in a magazine for Talis.

It was noted that PerX had been mentioned in a Russian and a Turkish blog, and that the User Feedback results had been mentioned in Ariadne Issue 48, July 2006 http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue48/newsline/#news6 

The consortium agreement and payments to partners were still requiring effort, and were not yet complete.  ICE and Cranfield have signed the Agreement.

Santy would not be attending the Open Scholarships 2006 conference in Glasgow, 18-20 October.
6. Date of Next Meeting
September 28th 2.15pm, ICBL.  
