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19th PERX MEETING:  April 4th 2007 @ 14.15 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Phil Barker  
Apologies: Roger Rist
Minutes: RM

1. The Minutes of the last meeting

These were accepted as accurate

2. There were no matters arising which are not covered below.

3. Extension funding
Neil Jacobs had informed Roddy that there is no money for continuation funding.  Neil had recognised that PerX had “not had a smooth ride” through no fault of the project team, and that some tasks will remain incomplete.  It was agreed that there would not be time left to hold a second round of focus groups.  That being so, it was agreed that the following Tasks were now complete:
Task 14. Document user experience and views.

Task 16. Work with a range of potential data providers to better understand issues.

Task 17. Investigate potential solutions to minimise barriers for data providers.

WRT these Tasks plus Task 15, completed work included the Advocacy materials, Static Repository work (i.e. IStructE), and sections of the Setup and Maintenance Report.

Action 1. Roddy to check on situation WRT payments to Cranfield and RSC East Midlands, and inform them that there will be no second round of focus groups.

4. WorkPackage 4

Task 19 (automatic reharvesting tool investigation and implementation).  

Santy reported that whilst attempts have been made to automate reharvesting, apart from some unchanging targets (which proves little or nothing, because these targets do not change) it has not been possible.  It has not worked with Oxford Journals, etc. Phil had circulated a Knowledge Exchange Workshop Report on OAI-PMH (available from http://knowledge-exchange.net.dynamicweb.dk/Default.aspx?ID=102 ) which confirmed such issues WRT OAI-PMH.  These have also been noted in the Setup and Maintenance Report.  To build a service, full interoperability depends on more than the specification.
Task 22 (Investigate appropriate error mechanisms).  
Santy reported that the interceptor had been producing error messages.  He had switched it off, but would have another try.
Action 2 Santy to do more work on the interceptor.

Task 23 (Quantify and document maintenance effort). 

The PerX Setup & Maintenance Issues report http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/setupmaintenance.htm had been published and announced on various lists.  The meeting noted that almost 500 hours had been spent on setup and maintenance of targets.
Completion of Task 23 was noted.

Action 3.  Santy to update PAIN so that Malcolm can use it to do maintenance work.
Task 25. (Addition of new repositories)

Oxford Journals have had duplicates removed, and it has been re-indexed (as noted in the Case Study document http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/casestudyoxford.htm ).  

We are still waiting on M&C to arrange a meeting at UKSG.

Action 4.  Roddy to try one final time to get a technical contact with IEEE, and to let Neil know that they have not contacted us following Neil’s email to Barbara Lange.
Task 27 (Pilot Enhancements - Inclusion of targets using emerging access methods, e.g. SRU)

Santy reported that he has tested a SRU client with Copac and Inderscience, and it seems to work.  This is not at present incorporated into the Pilot.  The Inderscience SRU has been built on top of their service, and retrieves more references than their OAI-PMH target.  Santy will put these SRUs into the Pilot.  Jorum may produce an SRW target.  If they do, we will look at it, if there is time.

Action 5.  Santy to put the two SRU targets in PAIN.
Tasks 32 (Metadata augmentation techniques). 
Completion of Task 32 (Consider options for metadata augmentation on an individual collection basis) was noted.

Task 33 (Embed Pilot in VLE). 
A SRU target for PerX has been created.  Santy had a basic building block in Blackboard VLE, and now needed to plug the two together..

Action 6.  Santy to complete this work, and to produce an Embedding and Reuse Report which will provide details.
Task 34 (Enhancements to Pilot)

Malcolm had created a document (Pilot Service Enhancements http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/pilotenhancements.htm ) listing the various enhancements, noting some still needed to be done, and others would not be done.  Full Text indicators were nearly completed, Refine Search is probably not possible, Record Selection may be possible.

Action 7.  Malcolm to look at Javascript work that might be done, and Santy to continue with outstanding enhancements.

Task 39 (Separate instance of service for a particular user group)

Completion of Task 39 was noted.
Action 8. Roddy to invoice ICE for work done.

5. Workpackage 5

Task 43: Analysis of sustainability models
Action carried forwards.

Action 9.  Roddy to start work on the analysis.

Task 44. Final Report.

This was still to be written

6.  Progress Report

This had been completed and sent to the DRP.

7.  Status of Tasks
Task 11. Evaluate functionality of the software toolkits, and produce a List of basic requirements.

Action 10. Malcolm would produce some points which will also be part of the Completion Report.

Task 24. Ongoing monitoring of trends in interoperability.
Completion of Task 24 was noted.

Task 26. Ongoing monitoring of digital repositories landscape.

Completion of Task 26 was noted
Task 41. Internal communications

Still ongoing.  There would need to be a final project meeting.

Task 45. Participation in DRP meetings.

Completion of Task 45 was noted.  

Task 46. Input into relevant standards

Completion of Task 46 was noted.  For example, we had been on the feedback group for ePrints Application Profile Group, Malcolm had attended the Discovery and Access: Standards and the  Information Chain", 7 December 2006.  Full Details from http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/events/pals-2006/  Malcolm was on the Common Repositories Interfaces Group (CRIG), and there were various relevant outcomes on our Deliverables page.

Action 11.  Malcolm to update PerX Deliverables on DRP Wiki.
8. AOB

Malcolm noted a Becta study of federated resource discovery for which he had completed a questionnaire, and would be sent a copy of the completed report.

Action 12. Malcolm would place a link to the Knowledge Exchange Report on OAI-PMH http://knowledge-exchange.net.dynamicweb.dk/Default.aspx?ID=102 on the PerX website.

A mention of PerX’s Project Findings on the DigitalKoans blog was noted.

A mention of PerX in the Ex Libris press release in eLucidate Match issue was noted.

9. Date of Next Meeting
Wed 23rd May, 2.15.  
