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6th PERX MEETING: 6 December 2005 @ 14.00hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roger Rist, Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, 
Apologies: Phil Barker

Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
The Consortium Agreement had been signed by Cranfield University and passed to the ICE.  
Action 1: Roddy to chase up ICE.
We have heard informally that maintenance/enhancement of the SPP software, plus other SPP software related work to the done by ILRT has been funded.
Malcolm would consider creating a spreadsheet from the Listing http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/sourceslisting.htm at a later date, if time permitted.

Roddy had edited the Analysis http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/analysis.htm 

Roddy had posted details of the Listing and Analysis to various lists, asking for feedback.  

Malcolm had supplied a list of targets and categories to add to the Pilot.  Santy had been busy with SearchLT work and various other things (writing a cron job for restarting the server, dealing with SPP problems), and had not been able to add the targets yet.  We are now behind schedule in releasing the Pilot.
Action 2: Santy to add targets ASAP with a view to releasing the Pilot in early January.

Malcolm had produced an RSS feed for PerX.
3. WorkPackage 1
The two documents had received a good number of hits as a result of details being posted to various lists.  Feedback received was generally positive, however less than 10 responses had been received.

Action 3: Roddy to invite those partners who had not responded to comment on the documents.

4. WorkPackage 2
There have been problems with some people not being able to view the Pilot (which is now available at http://www.engineering.ac.uk ).  Santy had used two portlets to build it – one for the Home Page, and one for Search, and had hoped that this would solve this problem which had also been experienced on the EEVLXtra website (which only uses one portlet).  Some external people had been helpful in providing details of the problem.  Jasper Tredgold (ILRT) had confirmed that it was not an inherent SPP problem.  Santy would look at logs of usage for clues, and would try modifying the default portal with the PerX look and feel to see if this made any difference.  If the problem cannot be fixed, it may be necessary to go live in the knowledge that a few people may have problems viewing the Pilot.  Eventually, the maintenance/enhancement work should provide a way out of this problem.

Action 4: Santy to look at logs, and modify default portal, in preparation for a release in early Jan.
5. WorkPackage 3

Malcolm had written a ‘PerX 60 second survey’ feedback form.  This will provide initial feedback, which will be supplemented by Focus Group findings (Task 13 in the PerX Project Plan) plus a more detailed questionnaire to be produced later in the Project.  Santy will investigate using a popup/cookie to encourage people to complete the 60 second survey after they have searched the Pilot.  £100 draw will be offered to encourage feedback.
Action 5: Santy to add 60 second survey as the Feedback page, and some time after launch, investigate popup/cookie.
6. AOB

PerX is interested in the outcomes of the ITT Linking UK Repositories Scoping Study http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_repositoryservices 

Action 6: Roddy to find out from Neil Jacobs who is doing the study.
Malcolm had noticed that new relevant protocols were becoming available.  OpenSearch http://opensearch.a9.com/ which is used for syndicating search results, and NISO Metasearch XML Gateway protocol http://www.niso.org/committees/MS_initiative.html and http://www.niso.org/standards/resources/MI-MXG_v0_3.pdf which allows content providers to include their content in metasearchers.  Both appear to lower the barriers towards syndication.  Once the ILRT have updated SPP software, SPP will become more of an external application, and we might/should be able to incorporate these new methods.

Action 7: Santy to look at these new protocols, and to consider how to use them in PerX
Action 8: Roddy to remind ILRT about the importance of the timescale for SPP maintenance/enhancement work, once we have been formally notified about the work.
The DRP Support Staff are developing a Wiki and a new template for biannual reporting.  There is no point in writing the report until this is available.
Dates for the first PerX Forum Meeting were discussed.  Friday 21st April and the following two Fridays were suggested.

Action 9: Malcolm and Roddy to consider purpose of Forum Meetings, and what they can achieve, and Roddy to check availability of Partners.
Roddy had spoken to IEEE and Knovel at Online Information 2005, with a view to harvesting their metadata in the PerX Pilot.  IEEE had been very positive, whilst Knovel had said they would get in touch.

Action 10: Roddy to follow up with IEEE and seek a Memorandum of Understanding, etc.
Nikki Green, Manager of Eduserv Chest, had agreed to promote the PerX Pilot in the Chest Newsletter, and Philip Pothen had agreed to run a News item on the JISC website about the Pilot, in both cases stressing the need for feedback.

Action 11: Roddy to contact them once the Pilot is public.

Contact had been made with Alex Ball, Immortal Information.  Immortal Information is a project to find ways to represent the outputs of the design process, etc. Alex understood what the PerX Project work involved, and would contact us if/when Immortal Information had any deliverables of relevance to PerX.

A response had been sent to Margaret Markland, CERLIM, about her IESR survey.

7. Date of Next Meeting
Jan 10th 2pm.  
