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16th PERX MEETING:  6 December 2006 @ 15.00 hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, 
Apologies: Roger Rist, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

One correction was noted - the last meeting was the 15th, and not 14th as stated in the Minutes.
2. WorkPackage 4

Task 19 (automatic reharvesting tool investigation and implementation).  

Malcolm’s paper was discussed.

Action 1. Santy and Malcolm to discuss the Automatic Harvesting issues once Santy has completed work with server moves.

Tasks 21, 28 and 29 (Work with IESR, Identify shared services, work with mature services).
The draft report had been sent to the IESR.  They had responded with some comments. Three documents are now on the website: Shared Services Report: http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/sharedservices.htm ; IESR Implementation Report http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/sharedservices_IESR.htm ; and IESR Comments on PerX Implementation Report: http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/sharedservices_IESR_comments.htm  Details of these had been sent to various relevant email lists, and are linked to from the DRP Wiki.  Task 21 is now complete.  Task 28 is now complete.  Task 29 is now complete, though we might add to the work done later if/when we look at other Shared Services.
Task 22 (Investigate appropriate error mechanisms).  
Santy reported that it should be possible for the PerX software to deal with errors from Z targets and subsequently automatically produce relevant information on the website, and if necessary, reports to Malcolm.

Action 2. Santy to continue work on this.

Task 23 (Quantify and document maintenance effort). 

So far, it has not been practical to complete the forms describing maintenance effort.  Malcolm is working on a document: PerX Setup & Maintenance, which will be linked to from the final report.

Action 3.  Malcolm to produce PerX Setup & Maintenance document.

Task 25. (New repositories available)

Roddy had contacted IEEE at Online and they had agreed to give us access to an XML gateway.  Roddy will get back to them to ask about the details.  He had also contacted Oxford Journals who have an OAI repository with access to metadata for individual journals.  Roddy had supplied Malcolm with details of their journals which are of interest.  Some of their sets are not working correctly, though, and Malcolm will tell them, and also add Oxford Journals to PAIN.  Roddy had spoken to Emerald who had subsequently sent data to Santy.  Santy will work on this data and see how to best use their RSS feeds to update the data (though some of their feeds are not working correctly).  Roddy had spoken to Morgan&Claypool who said they had a Z target.  It was now time to re-contact IStructE (they had postponed work on their target until December).
Action 4.  Roddy to contact IEEE, Malcolm to contact Oxford journals, Malcolm to follow-up Morgan&Claypool, Malcolm to re-contact IStructE, Santy to work on Emerald data.

Task 27 (Inclusion of targets using emerging access methods, e.g. SRW)

It is currently possible to search SRW/SRU targets, and in fact any targets which return data in XML, because we can use an API to receive queries.  A different API is needed for each target, and they are not part of the core software.  We have one for Google, for example. We will keep an eye out for more targets of this kind.

Tasks 30, 31 & 32 (Metadata augmentation techniques and transformations). 
Discussion was needed between Malcolm and Santy to progress this.
Action 5. Malcolm and Santy to discuss, and report back.

Task 33 (Embed Pilot in VLE). 
The Moodle installation was not working because the servers had changed.  However, it is now possible to use Blackboard, the new HW VLE.  We will make PerX an SRU target in order to talk with the VLE building block.  Santy had made some progress on this.

Action 6. Santy to carry this work forwards.

Task 34 (Refinements to Pilot)

Nothing to report, as Santy had been busy changing servers.

Task 39 (Separate instance of service for a particular user group)

There are currently problems with the Z targets which are searched, otherwise the Civil Engineering Demo is working OK (the Z problems make it seem slow).  ICE are now waiting on us for the go-ahead to promote the demo and get feedback from their community.

Action 6. Urgent – All to see about fixing the problems, Santy to remove password, Malcom to check other targets – this work to be completed by 8th Dec.  [Update: the problems were found to be at: a) Mimas (where Copac is based) – they expect the problem to be fixed by 8th Dec, and b) Ukoln (where ePrints UK is based) – they hope that their problem will be fixed by 6th December.  Roddy had given details of delays to Mike Chrimes, given him the go-ahead to publicise it, and asked him to contact Malcolm while he was away during December]

5. AOB

It had been agreed by Neil Jacobs that a formal partners meeting was not necessary.  In this light, a decision needs to be made over what happens to the funds earmarked for GROW to attend a meeting.

Action 7.  Roddy to discuss with Roger.

Malcolm reported on the Open Scholarships Conference.  He had presented a PerX poster at the conference, and interest in PerX was good.  There is interest in the subject approach, and the use of Subject Sets.  Other things he had noted: OpenDOAR has been enhanced and is now better for finding repositories on a subject basis.  They will develop a test API for subjects.  KEA is a tool for generating metadata from the full text of papers in repositories. BASE have a closed access SRW target which we might use.

Roddy reported on a meeting with Jill Cousins, the Director of the European Library, at Online.  Jill is interested in working with PerX, in making PerX a sleeping partner in EDLnet, and including PerX in a bid to Framework 7, Call 3 in January 2008.  

Action 8. Roddy to set up a meeting between Jill and Malcolm & Santy.
An article by Yan Han about GROW which had appeared in Ariadne, after assistance from Roddy, was noted.
The article by Julie Allinson and Roddy “Building an information infrastructure in the UK” which had appeared in Research Information Oct/Nov 2006, was noted.

6. Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 23rd Jan.  2.15, MACS.  
