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9th PERX MEETING: 8  March 2006 @ 14.00hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe
Apologies: Roger Rist, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.

2. Actions and Matters arising 
Roddy to chase Adiuri WRT Consortium agreement – Action 1: Carried forwards.  
Santy to progress Pilot work (see under WP2)
Malcolm to redraft Marketing paper (see under WP3)

Malcolm to contact IStructE (see under WP3)

3. WorkPackage 2
Since the last meeting, Santy has ‘recreated SPP’ for the Pilot from scratch.  It was agreed in the last meeting that Santy would attempt to use the SPP software only as the main Xsearch tool kit and we would use other open source software for the basic Pilot Infrastructure.  However, Santy reported that using SPP in this way has not been possible and the only workable solution to solve the main SPP problems (home page not being viewable by an unknown number of users, server needing to be restarted every night, and problems indexing OAI-PMH harvested databases) has been to recreate the SPP functionality without using the SPP software in any way.  SPP uses Java which has some advantages, namely that Java is able to use threads to query different Z39.50 targets simultaneously.  However the current SPP doesn’t handle threads properly and as a consequence, eventually the server RAM memory is over-filled and the server needs to be restarted overnight.  In theory, SPP should be able to ‘kill’ threads, but this is a known problem which is still to be fixed. 
The intention is to use the new Xsearch as the main toolkit of our framework Pilot, but to evaluate the new version of SPP in September after work has been done by the ILRT, and then possibly use it as a toolkit.

PHP, which Santy is using instead, is quite static in comparison, and doesn’t run in the background.  Santy has tried various solutions, but there are still some problems – we currently don’t have so much functionality for Z targets, and the large Z targets are very slow.  The new interface displays hits from some targets as they are received, but connections with Z targets are cut after 20 seconds or so, and for these targets only, search may need to restart.  There are problems with the ePrints UK target, and it currently automatically ORs results.
It was agreed that Santy would work on the following, in order to have a working version of the Pilot by Tuesday 14th March:

a) Add targets

b) Implement look and feel of PerX, and change default search for more than one word to AND.
c) Develop options (Search History, etc)

Action 2: Santy to continue to work on the software.

With respect to ePrints UK, Malcolm and Roddy would find out if there was an OAI target for ePrints UK and a list of attributes.  This was the best solution.  Alternately, each target in ePrints UK could be harvested separately.

Action 3: Malcolm and Roddy to contact ePrints UK.

4. WorkPackage 3

Malcolm had redrafted “’Marketing’ with metadata – How metadata can increase exposure and visibility of online content”. Comments had been received from IoP, Yan Han, John Harrington and Paul Needham.  Malcolm would update it in the light of these comments, and then comments from JISC-DRP members will be invited.  Once these have been received, the document will be made public, and IStructE, IEEE, GlobalSpec and others on the list of targets for potential advocacy (http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/advocacyprivate.htm) will be contacted.
Action 4: Roddy to send to JISC-DRP once document has been updated, and collate feedback.
The 60 Second Survey is to be added to the Pilot (www.engineering.ac.uk) by Tuesday 14th March.

Action 5: Santy to add survey.
Focus Groups would be delayed in the meantime, until the Pilot is working and has agreed targets.

5. AOB

PerX software is now being used by TechXtra (http://www.techxtra.ac.uk/), and two of the STARgate targets, JoDI and LIR have been added, to show proof of concept.

Mike Chrimes had sent a database on CD-ROM of Proceedings of the ICE.  This is in the form of a MySQL database.  ICE will be redeveloping the database as a result of the JISC deal and will hope to produce an OAI target.  In the meantime, we can investigate the CD-ROM.  Mike Chrimes had suggested that PerX may want to give a presentation about the advocacy materials to a future meeting of the Engineering Institutions Librarians’ Committee.  The Materials KTN http://amf.globalwatchonline.com/epicentric_portal/site/AMFwas noted.  It clusters search results.
Action 6: Malcolm and Santy to look at the ICE database. 

Julie Allinson had sent Roddy a revised Site Visit Report.  
Malcolm would decide by Tuesday 14th whether he was able to attend the forthcoming DRP meeting.

Santy had drafted a submission to the ATINER Conference on Computer Science & Information Systems, 19-21 June about ‘Overcoming obstacles of harvesting and searching digital repositories from federated searching toolkits embedded in VLEs’.
Action 7: Santy to pass draft to Malcolm and Roddy for comments.
The UK Web Archiving Consortium had been given permission to archive the PerX website.
An In Brief paper on PerX has been submitted to D-Lib Magazine http://www.dlib.org/and will be published in the March issue.

Malcolm and Roddy would attend an RDN Workshop on a proposed Repository search infrastructure and pilot, Friday 10th March.

7. Date of Next Meeting
April 11th 2.15pm, ICBL.  
