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5th PERX MEETING: 8 November 2005 @ 15.30hrs ICBL
MINUTES
Attending: Roger Rist, Roddy MacLeod, Malcolm Moffat, Santy Chumbe, Phil Barker
Minutes: RM

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

Amended minutes accepted as accurate.

2. Matters arising 
The Consortium Agreement has been sent to the first Partner.  
Action 1: Roddy to chase up reply
Neil Jacobs had informed that maintenance/enhancement of the SPP software, plus other SPP software related work, will be considered by the JIIE committee on 23rd Nov, and that, assuming the work is approved, Jasper Tredgold (ILRT) is confident that the OAI work on the software can be done by end Jan 06.
3. WorkPackage 1
Some more work had been done on the two documents: Listing of Engineering Repository Sources; and Engineering Digital Repositories Landscape Analysis which are the outputs from WorkPackage1.  Some helpful comments had been received and some changes made to the documents as a result.  The classification of the HE Academy Subject Centre under ‘Learning Materials’ was questioned, and it was decided not to include this in the Pilot in the meantime as it does not neatly fit into any other category. Malcolm will consider creating a spreadsheet from the Listing in order to show more clearly sources which have multiple content types or multiple coverage types. Roddy had some more changes to make to the Analysis.  

Both documents are available from the Deliverables page: http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/deliverables.htm Details will be posted to some lists, e.g. jisc-drp, jisc-repositories, eldnet-l, lis-scitech, engineering-all and cetis-metadata and will be mentioned in an article to be written by Roddy for Free Pint.  Neil Jacobs had indicated that the documents might be of interest to JISC WRT planning future initiatives. 
Action 2: Malcolm to consider creating a spreadsheet from the Listing.  
Action 3: Roddy to edit Analysis.
Action 4: Roddy to post details to lists.
4. WorkPackage 2
The Pilot is available at: http://lxicbl2.macs.hw.ac.uk:8080/perx/portal/ but is not quite ready to be made public. Santy had used two portlets – one for the Home Page, and one for Search. Some further tweaking and editing is needed. AERDAE, Grow and PSIgate had been added to targets available in EEVL Xtra. 12 more targets are due to be added. The small databases have been added using OAI, the larger ones require Z targets.  Most of the new targets are small.  Santy had developed a cron job to help recover the large databases that have sometimes been ‘disappearing’.  An RSS feed was suggested for PerX news.
Feedback on the Pilot would be important.  Negative feedback (i.e. on the range of sources currently available, etc) could be just as important as positive feedback from the perspective of the Project aims.  A questionnaire and focus groups are planned, and ways to encourage feedback from the website will be investigated.  An iPod prize for the questionnaire was suggested. 
Action 5: Santy and Malcolm to do some more work on Pilot, add targets, etc., and to think about best options for encouraging feedback via website.
Action 6: Malcolm to look at producing an RSS feed for PerX news
5. AOB

GROW had informed PerX that they had not been funded this year, however GROW will continue to work with PerX.

The results of the JISC ITT: Linking UK Repositories Scoping Study invitation to tender would be available soon.  Hopefully, PerX will be able to input into the study.

Roddy circulated a report from a meeting of the SISSWG (Science Information Strategy for Scotland Working Group) that he had attended on 3 Nov.  The SISSWG were interested in PerX, and this might lead to future opportunities.

The Stargate Project (Static Repository Gateway and Toolkit: Enabling small publishers to participate in OAI-based services), based at the CDLR, had been funded.  PerX is mentioned in the bid, and some funding is available to HW in return for some work.

The Australian ARROW Project (A national demonstrator project funded by the Australian Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training under the Research Information Infrastructure Framework for Australian Higher Education. The ARROW project (ARROW) will identify and test a software solution or solutions to support best-practice institutional digital repositories comprising e-prints, digital theses and electronic publishing.) had identified PerX as being of interest to them. 
6. Date of Next Meeting
6th December, 14.00.
